Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
CB # 7580 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7580
Telephone 9199662253

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION
DECEDENT
Document Identifier
B200802066
Autopsy Type
ME Autopsy
Name
Dana Maria Shorb
Age
17 yrs
Race
White
Sex
F

AUTHORIZATION
Authorized By

Michael A. Gordon MD

Received From

Lee

ENVIRONMENT
Date of Exam
04/25/2008
Time of Exam
11:05
Autopsy Facility
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Persons Present
Holloman, Dr. Maryanne Gaffney-Kraft, E. Pate of the Sanford Police Dept.

Mr. Clyde Gibbs, Mr. Bill

CERTIFICATION
Cause of Death
Stab wound of the left chest
The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Digitally signed by
Deborah L. Radisch MD 22 July 2008 10:13

DIAGNOSES
Stab/incised wound, right upper chest and upper arm, shallow
Stab wound of right upper arm with damage of skeletal muscle
Puncture wounds, 2, right upper arm
Stab wound of right upper chest, no damage of underlying vital structures
Stab/incised wound, right lateral wrist
Stab wound of left upper chest
Perforation, left ventricle of heart
Hemopericardium and hemothorax, left
Stab wounds (2), connected, anterior left forearm, no damage of underlying vital structures
Stab/incised wound, left thenar eminence of palm, no damage of underlying vital structures
Short linear abrasion/incision, palm of left hand
Abrasion, left upper posterior shoulder
Stab wound, right cheek, no damage of underlying vital structures
Stab wound of left upper jaw, no damage of underlying vital structures
Stab wound of left posterior neck, no severe damage of underlying vital structures
Abrasion/shallow incisions, left and right neck

IDENTIFICATION
Body Identified By
Visual

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION
Length
72.5 inches
Weight
212 pounds
Body Condition
Intact
Rigor
4+
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Livor
Pink-posterior
Hair
Light brown-long
Eyes
Brown. No petechiae
Teeth
Natural in fair to good repair with crooked lower teeth
The body is that of a well developed, well nourished white woman who is unclothed. The hands are bagged in paper
bags which are removed. No hairs, fibers, or other abnormalities are noted. The nails are not broken, and no foreign
material is present under the nails. The pubic hair is shaved. The toenails show pink polish. Black powder is present
over the left thigh. A tattoo of the words/name "DayDay" is present over the right upper arm. Both earlobes are
pierced, but no earrings or other jewelry are present.

INJURIES
Multiple stab wounds, incised wounds, abrasions, and contusions are present on the body.
STAB WOUND #1:
A complex gaping diagonal combination stab and incised wound is present over the right upper shoulder and right
upper arm with its center located 10 1/2" down from the top of the head and 8" to the right of the anterior midline. The
total length of this wound is 7 1/2" and it gapes to a greatest width of 2". Close examination of the wound shows it
cutting through the skeletal muscle of this area, and it is undermined medially, but there is no damage of underlying
vital structures, including large vessels.
In summary, this is a large stab/incised wound of the right upper chest/shoulder which causes no damage of underlying
vital structures.
STAB WOUND #2:
A stab wound of the right upper arm is present located 14 1/2" down from the top of the head. This wound is oriented
diagonally to horizontally and has a length of 1". It gapes to a width of 3/8". A contusion is present inferiorly and
laterally. The wound is probed and it travels for a distance of 3 1/2" somewhat superiorly through the muscle of the
right upper arm.
In summary, this is a stab wound of the right upper arm which travels in a slightly upwards direction, causing no
damage of underlying vital structures.
STAB WOUND #3:
A stab wound is present of the right upper chest located 12 1/2" down from the top of the head and 4 1/2" to the right of
the anterior midline. The wound is oriented diagonally and measures 1" in length and gapes to a width of 3/8". Faint
purple contusions are present at the lateral aspects of this wound.
As the chest wall is reflected, a hemorrhagic wound track is noted through the skeletal muscle of the right anterior chest
wall for a depth of 5" across from right to left. There is no damage of underlying vital structures.
In summary, this is a stab wound of the right upper chest that travels in a right to left direction, causing no damage of
underlying vital structures.
STAB WOUND #4:
A combination stab/incised wound is present of the right lateral wrist located 30 1/2" down from the top of the head.
This wound measures 1 1/2" in length and gapes to a width of 3/8". This wound is oriented horizontally, and although
the tendons are visible they are not cut.
In summary, this is a stab/incised wound of the right lateral wrist which causes no damage of underlying vital
structures.
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STAB WOUND #5:
A stab wound of the left upper chest is present located 13 3/4" down from the top of the head and 4 1/2" to the left of
the anterior midline. This wound is slightly curved, measuring 1 3/4" in length, and gapes to a width of 1/2". Along its
medial aspect are fine linear parallel abrasions, consistent with blade serrations.
Internally, the wound track shows hemorrhage in the skeletal muscle of the left anterior chest wall, and enters the left
pleural cavity through a cut of the left fourth anterior rib at the costocartilage junction. It then travels through the left
lateral pericardium and causes a large amount of hemorrhage in the anterior mediastinal soft tissues. It also perforates
the lateral left ventricle of the heart. There is approximately 100 cc of blood in the pericardial sac, and there is a
moderate left hemothorax in association with the damage in this wound track. The wound track is at least 5" long.
In summary, this is a fatal stab wound of the left upper chest which travels in a left to right, front to back, and slightly
downwards direction.
STAB WOUND #6:
A stab wound of the left forearm is present. Two wounds are present that join. Each wound is located 29" down from
the top of the head, and the lateral wound measures 3/4" in length and gapes to a width of 1/4" and is oriented
diagonally. The medial wound measures 1 1/4" in length and gapes to a width of 3/8". The distance between the two
wounds, through the skeletal muscle of the left forearm, is 2 3/4".
In summary, two adjoining stab wounds of the left anterior forearm are present, with no damage of underlying vital
structures.
STAB WOUND #7:
A stab/incised wound of the left thenar eminence of the base of the thumb is present located 33 1/2" down from the top
of the head. This wound measures 1 1/4" in length and gapes to a width of 3/8". The wound has a depth of
approximately 1" and is oriented horizontally to diagonally. There is no damage of underlying vital structures.
In summary, this is a stab/incised wound of the left palm which causes no damage of underlying vital structures.
STAB WOUND #8:
A stab wound of the right cheek is present located 6" down from the top of the head and 2 1/4" to the right of the
anterior midline. This wound measures 1/2" in length and 1/16" in width. The wound is gently probed and travels
inferiorly through the subcutaneous and skeletal muscle of the right cheek, not entering the oral cavity, for a distance of
1 3/8", with the end point indicated by a faint contusion of the right cheek.
In summary, this is a stab wound of the right cheek that travels in a downwards direction.
STAB WOUND #9:
A stab wound of the left jaw is present located 7 1/2" down from the top of the head and 3" to the left of the anterior
midline. The wound has an "L" shape and measures 5/8" in length by 1/8" in width. Inferior to this stab wound is a
linear abrasion which measures 4" in length. The stab wound is gently probed for a distance of approximately 1".
In summary, this is a stab wound of the left upper jaw which causes no damage of underlying vital structures. Inferior
to this is a linear abrasion.
STAB WOUND #10:
A stab wound of the left lateral-posterior neck is present located 8 1/4" down from the top of the head and 2 1/2" to the
left of the posterior midline. This wound is oriented nearly horizontally and measures 7/8" in length and gapes to a
width of 3/8". The anterior edge of the wound has a blunt edge and the posterior edge has a sharp pointed edge.
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Extending anteriorly from this wound is a long area of abrasion and shallow incision which measures approximately 5"
in length and is oriented horizontally.
The wound is probed and it travels for a distance of at least 4" across the posterior neck, but anterior to the vertebral
column. Neither the left carotid artery nor the left jugular vein is interrupted in this posterior wound track.
In summary, this is a stab wound of the left lateral-posterior neck which causes no severe damage of underlying vital
structures.
STAB WOUND #11:
A complex stab/incised wound is present of the right jaw and right neck. There is a shallow area of stab/incised wound
vertically arranged and perpendicular to a horizontal shallow stab/incised wound. The vertical wound measures 3/4" in
length and the horizontal wound measures 4" in length. Inferior to this is a curved abrasion of the right side of the neck
which measures 5 3/4" in length. At the posterior aspect of this wound and inferior to the edge is an area of abrasion.
There is no damage of any underlying vital structure in association with either one of these wounds.
In summary, this is a shallow stab/incised wound of the right neck which causes no damage of underlying vital
structures, inferior to which is a fine linear abrasion/incision.
Two puncture wounds are present of the right upper arm. The more laterally placed puncture wound is located 13"
down from the top of the head and the puncture wound of the medial (inner) right arm is located 14 1/2" down from the
top of the head. The lateral puncture measures 3/16" in length and is oriented diagonally and shows a surrounding
medial contusion. The inner puncture measures 1/8" in length and has a surrounding contusion and probes for a depth
of 1/2".
The right upper lip shows fine linear parallel abrasions and retraction of the lip shows two areas of disruption of the
gum of the right maxilla.
There is a faint purple contusion of the anterior right lower leg, and there is a tan resolving contusion inferior to the left
knee.
There is a 1/8" linear abrasion/shallow incision of the left palm near the base of the left fifth finger.
There is a linear slightly curved horizontal to diagonal abrasion of the left posterior upper shoulder which measures 3
3/4" in length.

DISPOSITION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS
The following items are released with the body
None.
The following items are preserved as evidence
Sexual assault evidence collection kit received by E. Pate of the Sanford Police Dept., on April 25, 2008.

PROCEDURES
Special Evidence Collection
An examination of the external and internal genitalia is performed, and no lacerations, contusions, or other lesions are
present. Appropriate specimens are obtained for a sexual assault evidence collection kit.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION
Body Cavities
Blood is present in the left pleural and pericardial cavities as described.
Cardiovascular System
Heart Weight
330 grams
The epicardial aspect is remarkable for the stab wound. The valves are normally formed with delicate leaflets. The
chambers are not dilated and the walls are not hypertrophied. There are no myocardial scars. There is a right
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dominant coronary artery system with no atherosclerosis of the main branches of the coronary arteries. The aorta and
its major branches are intact and unremarkable.
Respiratory System
Right Lung Weight
280 grams
Left Lung Weight
220 grams
The hyoid bone is intact. No strap muscle hemorrhages are present. There are no obstructing materials or lesions in
the larynx. The pleural surfaces of the lungs are smooth and glistening. The parenchyma of both lungs is unremarkable
without consolidation. The tracheobronchial tree shows slightly increased mucous in the right bronchus.
Gastrointestinal System
The appendix is present. The esophagus is unremarkable and the stomach contains 1 1/2 cups of thick brown liquid
containing partially digested food including ?tomatoes, cheese, and ?peas. The small intestine is unremarkable and the
colon contains a slight to moderate amount of brown stool proximally.
Liver
Liver Weight
1520 grams
The capsule is intact and the parenchyma is unremarkable. The gallbladder contains a slight amount of yellow-green
bile and the extrahepatic biliary tree is patent.
Spleen
Spleen Weight
280 grams
The capsule is intact and the parenchyma is unremarkable.
Pancreas
Normal anatomic location and configuration.
Urinary
Right Kidney Weight
110 grams
Left Kidney Weight
100 grams
Both kidneys are similar. The cortical surfaces are smooth and the capsules strip with ease. The renal architecture is
intact without focal lesions. The ureters are patent and not dilated. The renal arteries and veins are unremarkable.
The bladder contains no urine. The wall and mucosa are grossly unremarkable.
Reproductive
Normal adult female. The bilateral ovaries are enlarged and show multiple small cysts.
Endocrine
The thyroid gland is bilobed and non-nodular. Both adrenal glands are grossly unremarkable.
Neurologic
Brain Weight
1290 grams
The meninges are intact and there is no blood in any meningeal compartment. The cerebral gyral pattern is fully
developed. There is no evidence of edema or herniation. The vessels at the base of the brain are thin and delicate.
Multiple coronal sections reveal no gross abnormalities.
Skin
No scalp lacerations or contusions are present.
Immunologic System
The lymph nodes are grossly unremarkable.
Musculoskeletal System
No fractures are present except for the cutting defect of the left fourth rib.

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION
Cardiovascular
Two sections of myocardium show one focus of slightly increased interstitial fibrosis. There is fresh hemorrhage in the
epicardial fat and focally in the interstitium in one section.
Respiratory
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Sections from both lungs show patchy slight atelectasis. There is no acute inflammation.
Liver
There is slight to moderate microvesicular fatty change of the hepatocytes. The portal tracts show slightly increased
numbers of chronic inflammatory cells.
Genitourinary
A section of kidney shows no pathologic diagnosis.
Neurologic
A section of hippocampus shows scattered mononuclear cells within the leptomeninges.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION
The decedent was a 17-year-old young woman who was found dead in a bathtub with the shower running water on her
body. Due to the violent and suspicious nature of death, Dr. Micheal Gordon, Lee County Medical Examiner, assumed
jurisdiction of the body and authorized autopsy.
Autopsy examination showed multiple stab and incised wounds on the body. The fatal wound was a stab wound of the
left upper chest which traveled in a left to right, slightly downwards, and front to back direction, perforating the lateral
wall of the left ventricle of the heart, leading to hemopericardium and left hemothorax. The depth of this wound track
was at least 5". Complex stab/incised wounds were present over the right upper chest/upper arm, the right lateral
wrist, the left palm, and right neck. Linear abrasions were present of the right and left neck and left upper posterior
shoulder, and two punctures were present of the anterior and inner aspects of the right upper arm. There was a short
abrasion of the palm of the left hand. Connecting stab wounds were present of the anterior left forearm. Stab wounds
were present of the right upper arm, right upper chest, right cheek, and left upper jaw. A long stab wound was present
of the lateral-posterior left neck, traveling through the posterior left neck. There were also fine linear parallel abrasions
of the right upper lip. A blood ethanol (alcohol) concentration of blood obtained at the time of autopsy was negative. In
my opinion, the cause of death in this case was due to a stab wound of the left chest.

DIAGRAMS
1. adult (front/back)
2. head (left/right)
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