Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
CB # 7580 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7580
Telephone 9199662253

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION
DECEDENT
Document Identifier
B200902567
Autopsy Type
ME Autopsy
Name
Michael Donnell Smith
Age
48 yrs
Race
Black
Sex
M

AUTHORIZATION
Authorized By

Dimitri G. Trembath MD

Received From

Wake

ENVIRONMENT
Date of Exam
06/04/2009
Time of Exam
12:00
Autopsy Facility
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Persons Present
Dr. Radisch, Ms. Molly Hupp, Ms.
Hilary Sheaves, Mr. Bill Holloman, Mr. Kevin Gerity and representatives of the Wake County Sheriff's Office and CCBI

CERTIFICATION
Cause of Death
Gunshot wound of the head and neck
The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Digitally signed by
Maryanne Gaffney-Kraft DO 14 July 2009 13:14

DIAGNOSES
Gunshot wound of the left lower lip with injuries to the mandible, teeth, left carotid artery,
and cervical vertebra #2
Cardiomegaly, mild
Coronary artery atherosclerosis, moderate
Nodular cirrhosis of the liver
Cholelithiasis

IDENTIFICATION
Body Identified By
Papers/ID Tag

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION
Length
66 inches
Weight
239 pounds
Body Condition
Intact
Rigor
+1
Livor
Purple, posterior
Hair
Black with gray; mustache and chin beard present
Eyes
Brown, cornea show drying, sclerae and conjunctivae are pigmented
Teeth
Natural in good condition with yellow metal restoration
The body is that of a well developed obese adult black male appearing compatible with the reported age. The right
medial arm shows evidence of postmortem insect activity. The body is clad in boots, socks, shorts with a black belt,
underwear, an uniform blue shirt and a sleeveless undershirt. Accompanying the body around the neck is a yellow
metal neck chain with a crucifix, on the belt is an I Phone and holder, within the shorts pockets are a Sprint phone and
holder, a yellow metal ring with clear stones, a tube of Blistex, and $1.63, on the left wrist is a white metal watch, within
the shirt's pockets are a pen and an ear piece, and within the body bag are a pair of glasses and a key ring with an
auto-lock, four keys, numerous tags and a whistle. Identifying marks and scars consist of linear surgical-like scars of the
bilateral ankles and right chest. Evidence of medical therapy consists of four ECG leads on the back.
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INJURIES
GUNSHOT WOUNDS:
On the left lower lip, 6 1/2" below the top of the head and 1 1/2" left of the anterior midline is an entrance gunshot
wound consisting of a 5/16" x 3/16" oval perforation with a 1/16" to 1/8" circumferential marginal abrasion which is
greatest in the 8 to 10 o'clock position. No soot, unburned gunpowder particles, or stippling is present on the skin at the
entrance wound. The wound track subsequently perforates the skin and musculature of the left lower lip, the left side of
the mandible with the associated teeth, the left carotid artery, the musculature of the left neck and penetrates the lateral
aspect of cervical vertebra #2. Recovered within cervical vertebra #2 is a deformed and fragmented jacketed medium
caliber projectile; recovered within the musculature of the left neck is a fragment of lead projectile. In the anatomical
position, the wound track travels from the decedent's front to back.

DISPOSITION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS
The following items are released with the body
None.
The following items are preserved as evidence
Blood spot card, pulled head hair, projectile, clothing and personal belongings; all evidence is turned over to the CCBI.

PROCEDURES
Radiographs
AP and lateral head and neck with single fragmented projectile present.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION
Body Cavities
The bilateral pleural and peritoneal cavities contain no significant fluid. Mild to focally moderate bilateral pleural and
abdominal adhesions are present. All body organs are present.
Cardiovascular System
Heart Weight
410 grams
The pericardial sac is free of significant fluid and adhesions. The coronary arteries arise normally and follow the usual
distribution. There is focal moderate atherosclerosis of the mid left anterior descending coronary artery; the circumflex
and right coronary arteries show focal mild atherosclerosis. The heart is mildly enlarged but the chambers and valves
bear the usual size-position relationships and are unremarkable. The myocardium shows no evidence of acute
infarction, scarring or focal lesion. The aorta and its major branches are intact without significant atherosclerosis.
Respiratory System
Right Lung Weight
760 grams
Left Lung Weight
520 grams
Other than previously noted injuries, examination of the soft tissues of the neck reveals no abnormalities. The hyoid
bone and laryngeal cartilages are intact. The lingual mucosa is intact; the underlying musculature is devoid of
hemorrhage. The upper and lower airways contain patchy blood. The lungs are normally formed. The parenchyma of
both lungs shows patchy blood aspiration. The pulmonary arteries are free of thrombi or emboli.
Gastrointestinal System
The GI tract is intact throughout its length and is unremarkable. The appendix is present. The stomach contains a small
amount of partially digested food.
Liver
Liver Weight
1550 grams
The capsule is intact and the parenchyma shows nodular cirrhosis. The gallbladder contains a moderate amount of bile
and numerous smooth surfaced black stones measuring up to 0.5 cm in greatest dimension.
Spleen
Spleen Weight
230 grams
The spleen is normally formed; no focal lesions are present.
Pancreas
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Normal size, shape and consistency without focal lesions.
Urinary
Right Kidney Weight
190 grams
Left Kidney Weight
190 grams
The kidneys are of normal size and shape. The capsules strip with ease from the underlying smooth cortical surfaces.
The renal architecture is intact without focal lesions. The ureters are intact. The bladder contains a small amount of
yellow urine.
Reproductive
The prostate and seminal vesicles are without focal lesions.
Endocrine
The thyroid and bilateral adrenal glands are grossly unremarkable without focal lesions.
Neurologic
Brain Weight
1340 grams
The leptomeninges are thin, delicate and congested. The cerebral hemispheres are unremarkable. The vasculature at
the base of the brain is intact without significant atherosclerosis. Coronal sections reveal normal architecture without
focal lesions.
Skin
Other than previously noted, grossly unremarkable.
Immunologic System
No significant adenopathy identified.
Musculoskeletal System
Other than previously noted injuries, grossly unremarkable.

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION
Cardiovascular
A section of the heart shows scattered hypertrophic myofibers, patchy myocardial fibrosis and increased perivascular
fibrosis.
Respiratory
Sections of the lungs show patchy intra-alveolar blood and patchy intra-alveolar eosinophilic fluid consistent with
gastric aspiration; no inflammatory response is present.
Liver
A section of the liver shows nodular cirrhosis with portal tract bridging fibrosis forming regenerative nodules. Increased
portal tract chronic inflammation with patchy piecemeal necrosis is also present.
Genitourinary
A section of kidney shows vascular congestion, scattered sclerotic glomeruli, rare interstitial fibrosis with chronic
inflammation, and mild to moderate blood vessel wall thickening.
Neurologic
Sections of the brain show vascular congestion with patchy blood extravasation.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION
The decedent is a 48-year-old black male who was shot.
The significant finding at autopsy is a gunshot wound of the left lower lip with injuries to the mandible, teeth, left
carotid artery and cervical vertebra #2. Natural disease findings consist of mild cardiomegaly, moderate coronary
atherosclerosis, nodular cirrhosis of the liver and cholelithiasis; natural disease processes did not contribute to cause of
death.
Toxicologic analysis of postmortem aortic blood is negative for ethanol.
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Given the autopsy and investigative findings, it is my opinion the cause of death in this case is a gunshot wound of the
head and neck.

DIAGRAMS

1. 1. Adult (front/back)
2. 2. Head (front/back)
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